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OS X El Capitan
Let me tell you about my experience with El Capitan, which was released to users on September 30, 2015.   I waited until the end of December to install it (version 10.11.2, see http://apple.co/1J5gYqz) on our three Apple computers to allow time for the kinks to be sorted out.  Unless there is some compelling reason I don’t like to install just-released software and be on the bleeding edge, especially for my wife.  El Capitan is not a major, compelling release but rather a collection of minor changes and improvements.  So far (as of January) I haven’t found any substantial “gotchas”.  El Capitan is worth the effort to install and it’s free.
Here’s what I’ve observed and for the most part liked.
1. Installation:  It takes about an hour to download and install from the App store.  This is with somewhat high end computers (two 21.5-inch iMacs with Core i7 3.1 GHz CPUs and a 13-inch MacBook Pro Retina with a Core i5 2.6 GHz CPU; all three machines have SSDs; 50 Mbps up and down FiOS Internet connectivity).  Most of the hour is spent waiting for things to happen.  Have user, Mail and your Apple passwords handy.
2. Performance:  There is an improvement in performance, detectable but not profound.
3. Mail:  
a. Messages can now more easily be deleted by left-dragging one finger across the mouse and clicking on the red rectangle marked “Trash”.   For those using a track pad, left-drag with two fingers.  Likewise, messages can be marked as unread by right-dragging and clicking on the blue rectangle labelled “Mark as Unread”.
b. Prior to El Capitan, when the Mail app checked for new mail, the message “Incoming Mail…” was displayed, which really meant “checking for new mail”.  That message has been changed to the more accurate “Checking for Mail…”.  
c. In sending a message from, say, ABC@domain.com to ABC@domain.com, the message does not go the ABC@domain.com mailbox but rather to the “Important” mailbox.  A bit strange.
d. During the initial installation of El Capitan, I encountered a problem with Mail attempting to set up an outlook.com e-mail account.  It just didn’t work.  However, subsequently I was able to set up this account using the normal “Add Account” procedure.
4. Spotlight:  This function has noticeably improved especially its natural language function.  For example, you can search (and retrieve) for such things as “documents I worked on yesterday” or search “weather” and you’ll get a weather report right where you are.
5. Full screen Split View:  You can now see two windows side-by-side in full screen mode.  It’s a bit clumsy but becomes automatic with experience.  Microsoft Windows does it so much better!
6. Airdrop:  This function which allows file transfer between Apple computers within 30 feet of each other (no WiFi or Internet needed) now seems to be more stable.  Heretofore my experience was it was hit-and-miss.
7. Safari:  Do you get annoyed when sound comes blasting when a commercial video pops up when you’re on the Web?  You can now turn off the sound by clicking on the blue speaker icon on the active tab.  Whew! 
8. Where Is My Mouse:  Locating the cursor can sometimes be a challenge.  With El Capitan, just wiggle the mouse and a large cursor will temporarily appear to show you where it is.  The trackpad works similarly
9. Maps:  This application has improved but I still prefer Google Maps.
10. Security:  By default, El Capitan has “System Integrity Protection” turned on.  This security measure prevents even the administrator from tampering with directories and processes deemed to be a security risk. Most users won’t notice a difference but improvements in security are welcomed. 
For more information see http://bit.ly/1Otk7x7, http://bit.ly/1RPYXOl and http://bit.ly/1RPZgZm.  
Replacing USB-2 with USB-3
If you are still using USB-2 devices, you may want to consider replacing them with USB-3 equipment, especially thumb drives.  USB-2 devices can reach speeds of 60 MBps whereas USB-3 devices can go up to 625 MBps, although in practice 400 MBps seems to be the norm.  Even at 400 MBps, this is a speed improvement of 6.7 times faster.  USB stands for Universal Serial Bus.  See http://bit.ly/1RnVPKV for more information on USB.
Each successive generation of USB is backwards compatible with previous versions.  Older devices work in newer sockets and newer devices work in older sockets, although at the slower speed.
Sharing Office 365 Home
Are you aware that you can share your Office 365 Home subscription with up to four people?  Or better yet, perhaps you have a friend or family member who is willing to share their Office 365 Home subscription with you!  Each individual sharing a subscription must have a Microsoft account, which is free.  Each person sharing a subscription gets 1 TB free OneDrive storage and 60 Skype minutes calling time per month to mobile phones in eight countries and to landlines in 60+ countries.
Our son recently invited us to share his Office 365 Home subscription and we upgraded from Office 2011 on our Apple computers to Office 365.  Office 365 is an improvement over Office 2011 but it isn’t dramatically different, at least for light to moderate use.  See http://bit.ly/1WblDJy for details.  It’s worth the upgrade— especially if it’s free.
2015 a Bad Year for Cyber Attacks
Although depressing, you may want to read an article in PCWorld entitled “The most innovative and damaging hacks of 2015”.  It’s enough to make you want to move into a one-room log cabin in Montana with no electricity or plumbing… well, perhaps not that bad.  See http://bit.ly/1mYwPgq.

